Mission

ELIX -Conservation Volunteers Greece is a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization promoting, since 1987, voluntary service and education. The main goal of ELIX is the personal development of individuals as citizens of the world, through active participation. Environmental protection, cultural heritage conservation, culture promotion and social service are the main thematic fields of ELIX's voluntary projects. 

Aims 

ELIX aims in bringing together people from different cultural, social and ethnic backgrounds, willing to live, learn and work together as a team, through their participation in voluntary projects of environmental, cultural, social interest. ELIX projects promote intercultural exchanges and offer young people the opportunity to participate actively in the every day life of a hosting community.

Activities

ELIX organizes two or three weeks' workcamps mainly in the summer; participants learn traditional restoration craft and techniques, offer voluntary work to the hosting community, organise and participate in cultural and fun activities, share ideas and cultures. ELIX's work camps give to communities and small villages of Greece the opportunity to meet and host young people from all over the world and, with their contribution, to implement important projects for the local community. 

ELIX organises training seminars for youth workers and campleaders and a lot of activities addressed to volunteers, throughout the year, such as weekend and one-day excursions, environmental, cultural and fun activities, regular volunteers' meetings. 

Finally, ELIX realises at present two hosting projects within the frame of the European Voluntary Service of the Youth in Action Program and each year sends a large number of E.V.S. volunteers abroad.

ELIX-06  NEA MAKRI I     ATTICA   30/06-15/07    ENVI   9   (Age 18+)

ELIX-09  NEA MAKRI II   ATTICA  16/07-31/07     ENVI    9   (Age 18+)

ELIX-15  NEA MAKRI III  ATTICA  01/08-16/08    ENVI   9  (Age 35+)

ELIX-22  NEA MAKRI IV   ATTICA  17/08-01/09    ENVI   9  (Age 18+)

WORK

This is the fifth time ELIX is cooperating with the Municipality of Nea Makri in order to protect the forest that surrounds the area and preserve the beaches clean. Volunteers will work in shifts, on a fire tower and on the beaches. The camp leaders will distribute daily the shifts and tasks to the group of volunteers, so that everyone participates in all types of work. 

ACCOMMODATION & FOOD

Volunteers will be accommodated in the diggings of the 5th Camp for Children of Eastern Attica Prefecture, in small houses for four people (beds, toilets, showers will be provided). Volunteers will be responsible to keep their houses clean. All meals of the day will be provided by the Camp's restaurant. 

LOCATION

Nea Makri is a small city by the beach in eastern Attica, only 32 klm away from Athens. The community was at first created by Greeks who came from the coastline of Minor Asia, in 1924. It is a beautiful and special area, surrounded by a forest that almost reaches the beach. The classic Marathonian way passes through there, for 7,5 klm. During the past few years, the small city was highly developed, relatively to residential, economical and tourist parameters. As a tourist destination, during summer months, hosts over than 55.000 - 60.000 people, as there are many Athenians, who own beach houses there. In summer, one can enjoy nightlife and beautiful beaches. Finally, Nea Makri is an area of archeological interest too, as there are several ancient temples from the 5th century B.C. 

TERMINAL

Athens International Airport 

LEISURE TIME

In their free time, participants will have the opportunity to get in touch with the everyday life of the village; they may attend events organised by the authorities during the period of their stay (concerts, performances, etc.) and communicate with locals and tourists. Volunteers will discuss their free time activities with their camp leaders; together they are going to organise excursions and visits around the area.

EXTRA FEE: 60€

ELIX-26  TINOS VII CYCLADES  08/09-24/09  ENVI 12 (Age 18+)

 WORK
The municipality of Exomvourgo has an extended network of footpaths, spreading in a wide area, that have been signaled and chart – mapped by the Cyclades prefecture and the Municipality. Local and tourists ramblers often wander in this footpaths’ network for the extra reason that, due to the landscape, it is not possible, in most cases, to create routes for vehicles. Volunteers will work in order to clean and open some of the most important footpaths of the area. 

ACCOMMODATION & FOOD

Volunteers will be accommodated in the municipality primary school. There are toilets, showers (no hot water) and a kitchen. Sleeping bag and carry mat are necessary. Two of the group, everyday in shifts, will be responsible for maintaining the group’s accommodation place clean, as well as for the preparation of all the meals of the day for the rest of the group, with supplies that they will provide themselves from stores around the area. 

LOCATION

The island “not made by human hand’’, as characterised by the philosopher Cornelius Kastoriades, is one of the North Cyclades. Its surface covers about 195 m2 and it is smaller than Naxos and Andros. The Municipality of Exomvourgo has 35 villages, 30 of them are traditional and 5 onshore; covers the 2/3 of the island. It is the less developed area concerning tourism on the island; it is a mainly agricultural and semi – mountainous area, but it is the part of the island with the most beautiful sites, with inhabitants who like keeping traditions and customs. The structured scenery with the 30 traditional dorps, the dovecotes, the culverts, the fountains, the mils, the small chapels compose a site of great interest for the sight-seer tourist and a lovely and sacred place for the local inhabitants. 

TERMINAL

Athens International Airport 

LEISURE TIME

In their free time, participants will have the opportunity to get in touch with the everyday life of the village; they may attend events organised by the authorities during the period of their stay (concerts, performances, etc.) and communicate with locals and tourists. Volunteers will discuss their free time activities with their camp leaders; together they are going to organise excursions and visits around the area.

EXTRA FEE: 30 €

